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BRITISH EMBASSY,
BAGDAD.

E 90518 t
18th September,

Sir,

I have, the h,
memorandum which
the President and

onour to transmit
was handed to mesretary of the

herewith a con September
Inde pendenice

opy of15th by
Party.

2. This
lith Sept
U.N.S.C.0
farthest
ship cons
Gailani,
reported
among the
Affairs,
meeting w
popular r
U.N.S.C.C

echr i

followed on a meeti
ember to protest aga

.P. This Party, t
to the right of Iraq

ists primarily of u
many of them being gi
to have been attended
m the Prime Minister
which indicates that

ith some success in
esentment aroused by
).P. The President a

n which he said that

the Jews, the Arabs should se

major power which might be in

3
eight

On behalf
demands

of
to

the
the

held by the Party on

nst the recommendations of

Hizb al Ist iqial, is the

i Parties and its member-
pporters of Rashid Ali al

nternees. The meeting is

d by about 850 persons,
and the Minister for Social
the Independence Party is

its attempt to exploit the
the proposals of
P the Party made a violent

should Britain and
e the Arabs for the sake of
ek support from any other

terested in the Middle East.

Party the President put forward

Arab League:-

(1) Palestine is to be declared an independent

Arab state recognized by all other Arab

states.

(2) An end must be put to Zionist activities and
a siege be made round Palestine from both the

land and sea to prevent h nitaino

Zionists into the Holy Land.

(3) All Jews who have entered Palestineorany
othe)Ara state since 1914 are to be con-

sidered as temporaryimmigrants and must be

ejected.

(4) Decisive
sale of

action must

Arab lands to
be taken to prevent the

Jews.

(f) All Ara centers mt all rihcognisedas

(6) The opening of
countries, forvolunteers who

recruiting officesain all Arab

the enlistment of allwish to fight in Palestine.

(7) Special Tradecofficestare
in order to contact trade to eesstablishedcircles in

The Right Honourable
Ernest Bevin, M.

etc., etc.
P.,
, etc.

No.341
(52/98/47)
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countries which support the Arab case.

is a preliminary step to the boycotting

British and American goods.

(8) Every effort must be made to disarm 
the

Zionists.

4. Both my visitors-,
Samarrai, have a long
politics. The latter
Municipalities by the
subsequentlyinterned

period.

Mjohammad Me hd i Kubba and Faiq
record of intransigent nationalist

was appointed Director of

Rashid Ali Government and was

for the greater part of the war

5. The
points as
in more c
points.

interview was
are made in

onciliatory t

short, Kubba m;
the memorandum,
erms. In reply

.ade much the same
but couched them
I made three

(a) he U.N.S.C.O.P. proposals were only
reca)edatons which would be fully discussed

before being adopted by the United Nations

Assembly.

(b) That His Majesty's Government 
could not be

compelled even by a decision of: United Nations

Organisation to carry out any policy, unless

His iaajesty's Government were convinced o

justice and practicability.

(c) That I was keeping HisMajesty's Government

in Iraq on the Palestine question.

On leaving I was asked whether I

publication of what I had. said.

no objection. An account of the
ord ingly published in the Party or
whole a fair picture of what had

would ob jE
I replied
interviews
gan, which
passed.

ect to
that I
was
gave

I have the honour to be,

With the highest respect,
Sir,

Your most obedient,
humble Servant,

This
of

6.
the
had
acc
the

on

; ,",. ,,:
-,_.

,;

S ' -;gib

. ,

::b: :.
K ,



CoY.

Headquarters,
Al Istiqlal Party.

Dated: 12th September, 1947.

To: His Honour the Charge d'Affaires,
British Embassy.

Blessed Compliment,

British policy has most bitterly exploited time after

time the clear inclination of the Arabs to endeavour to solve

their problems by mutual understanding in an atmosphere

unclouded by terrorism such as that to which the Zionists

have resorted.

The British Government has submitted to this Zionist

terrorism and has taken no stringent measures, military or

political, to ward it off, nor has it resorted to the use of

force, as it did in disarming the Arabs of Palestine when they

rose up against Zionist tyranny and imperialistic policy,

although they, the Arabs in their rebellion did not go beyond

the limits of self-defence against the armed British Forces

which most cruelly and harshly 
aimed at exterminating their

just national movement for liberation, a movement to which

they had been driven out of despair of reaching an under-

standing over the solution of their problem. A problem which

had been imposed on them by imperialism in spite of inter-

national pledges and promises and in contravention of the

correct understanding of the right of self-determination, and

of justice and humanity.

Britain has neglected all the dangers and the harm

resulting from the arming of Zionists. She armed them during

the war in order that she might use their aggression as an

excuse for this treacherous policy against the Arabs. In

this aggressive movement, 
Great Britain has been joined by

/ the
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the Government of the United States of America which also

aims at turning Palestine into an imperialist 'astion and

an open market for her trade in the Middle East. The

Government of America, which has exerted great endeavours in

the cause of its freedom and in its adherence to the

principle of self-determination, has come to join with

Britain in this policy. Both Governments have agreed to

increase their aggression against the Arabs and to crush down

humanitarian principles in all the decisions adopted by them,

the latest being the recommendations of the United Nations

Organization Fact-Finding Commission.

The people of Iraq, backed by the Arab nation, in view

of its long ex

establishment

time, fully re

amount to. It

large groups,

Democracies le

the Eastern De

Republics. An

sidered by the

ments of Brita

an act of aggr

It thus become

themselves aga

and force

countries

a

t

t t

op

perience of similar organizations

of the League of Nations

alises what such interna

knows that the world is

the first is what is cal

d by Ameri

mocracies

y decision

(Iraqi) p

in and Ame

ession aga

s the righ

inst this

heir comma

)ut pressur

ca and

led by

taken

people

rica

inst

t of

aggre

nd.

e on

diplomatic and economic relay

to relinquish the protection

owned by these two States in

Eng

the

by

land

Uni

the

since the

and up to the present

tional organizations

to-day split into two

led the Western

, and

on of

first

as emanating

themselves and

Iraq and other

these countrie.

ssion with all

These (reasons

the second is

Soviet Socialist

group is con-

from the Govern-

as constituting

Arab countries.

s to defend

the strength

) induce these

their Governments to sever

tions with these two states and

of the revenues and installations

the Arab East, and to rally to th

/ support
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support

required

of the Arabs of Palestine

by close

by bloodshed, as is

relations and self-defence.

The thousands of people assembled at the large meeting

held to-day by Al Istiqlal Party at Bagdad support this view-

and request Your Excellency to communicate it

Government in order that it may acquaint itself

to

with

the danger which will accrue as a result of its aggressive

policy.

U.E.

Muhammad Hassan Kubba.

President,
Al Istiqlal Party.

point,

your

(Sgd.)
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New York.
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Cairo
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Amman w,

Cypher.

Distribution

Cabinet

Copies to

9 F.D.

l ~ R 1

September

7
IMPORTANT,

AL&~JQJ

Greek Ambassador

that he had received

Ambassador

state(

a telegram

in Washington

Greek representative

approached by the Syrian

1947.

M.I:

26th September

from the Greek

thatto the effect

in New York had been

whoRepresentative,

had told him that the Palestine

focal point

Government,

and that if

support

General

to support

informed

of the policy

and indeed,

issue was the

of the Syrian

of the whole Arab League

the Greek Government did not

the Arab case over Palestine

Assembly, then Syria

the Greek cases

Greek Ambassador

the State Department

and State Department

fully understood

objection

had replied

the position

to the Greek Government

in -the

would not be able

i-nte-e-et-i-r

in 'ashington I

of this approach

that they

and had no

supporting

the Arab case.

2. Greek

H.M. G.

Ambassador thatwas informed

would not wish to influence

of the Greek Government

Greek Government should

in the matter

the decision

and that

act as seemed best

them.

i5. Tho Qr~~k Awba~i~Ci~uLva ~dta

Syriare pre ye n t a' te' S- _tatics made ani uanf a Vo-*

ablo imroosio
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[This telegram
retained by the

E.

is of particular secrecy and
authorised recipient and not

should
passed

q

Confidential.

Cypher/0TP.

FROM FOREIGN IOFFIQB TO NEW YORK

(To United Kingdom Delegation to United Nations)

26th September, 1947.
D. 7.00 a.m. 27th September,

Repeated to Washington No.9931
Athens No.1956
Damascus No.500
Cairo No.1799
Beirut No.51 Saving
Jedda No.50 Saving
Bagdad No.46 Saving
Amman No.55 Saving.

00- - -M

IMPORTANT.

CNFIDJNTIAL.

Greek Ambassador stated to a member of this
DDepartment on 26th September that he had received a
telegram from the Greek Ambassador in Washington to the
effect that Greek representative in New York had been
approached by the Syrian Representative, who had told
hEm that the Palestine issue was the focal point of the
policy of the Syrian Government, and indeed, of the whole
Arab Leag, and that if the Greek Government did not
support tIC Arab case over Palestine in the General Assembly,
then Syria would not be able to support the Greek case.
Greek Ambassador in Washington had informed the State
Department of this approach and State Department had
replied that they fulyunderstood the position and had no
objection to the Greek Government supporting the Arab case.

2. Greek Ambassador was informed that His Majesty's
Government would not wish to influence the decision of
the Greek Government in the matter and that Greek Government
should act as seemed best to them.

l"V

beon]

1947.
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Cypher/OTP DEPARTMA L o. 1.

65 rFROM BEIRUT TO FOREIGN OFFICE r

Mr. Evans
No. 69
29th September,

D. 7.10 a.m. 30th Sept ber,

19.7. R. 9.)5 a. *. 30th September,

Repeated to British Middle
Bagdad )
Jedda )
Amman )
Damascus )
Jerusalem )
United Kingdom

Office Cair Saving

Saving

Delegation New York

F F F F

IORTAN'
SECRET ~

My immediately preceding t elegr1 - Pa lestine.

Mesle reaction to Colonial Secretary' s speech seems t

be generally favourable, but some doubt is expressed as to.

our sincerity. Riad Selh has in private described the
development as a "good beginning" but both he and ex Prime

minister Abdul Hamid Keraneeh [sic] appear to be somewhat

sceptical of our real intentions. Kerameeh also expressed
concern at the possibility y of an influx of Jewish immigrants
after British withdrawal. One MMoslem notable contended that

His Majesty's Government's policy unfair to Arabs on the

grounds that His Majestfa Government should either solve

Palestine problem before withdrawing, or give the Arabs
sufficient time to organise themselves. The latter point
has also been stressed by other notables.

2. Christian reaction as a whole is less favourable.
The attitude of pro-Government elements is probably [? gp.
omitted ]ed by statement of ex Minist er for Foreign Affairs
Philippe Takla who told me "atmosphere had been much cleared
by" Colonial Secretary's speech. Reactionary elements, on
the other hand, are alarmed (one described it bluntly as -"bad
news") and fearful that an era of bloodshed in Arab world is about

o be inaugurated, particularly if withdrawal from Palestine
is a prelude to evacuation of the whole Middle East. Moderate
Christian opinion is probably reflected in the view expressed
by well known cx Minister who informed member of my staff that

process of British withdrawal should not in any case be unduly
hurried. ieesjo

Foreign Office please pass to Unitd Kingdom Beleoa 10

New fork as my telegram No. 15.

[Repeated to United King~deD Delegation New York)

040

90
19.7.
1947.
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En Clair ba
Confidential Bag .

GERNAL DIS 9075 1
FROM CAIRO

-1 TO tJAT
Mr. Bowker
No. 95.
September 27th, 1947.

R. 9.45. a.m.October lst,1947.

Repea ted to Foreign

Bei rut
Dana sus
Jedda
Aman

Office No. 152
No.74
No.75
No.65,
No.??
No. 9
- ----- 00.--

Ahram of September 26th publishes appeal stated
to have "een received from Arab Higher Committee fixing
Srd October as "Palestine Day" and urging Arab and
Moslem world to display sympathy for Arab Palestine
on that day by such means as strikes demonstrations,
meetings press articles, telepams to United Nations
Organisation resting U.N.S.C.O.P. decion s, and
protests to foreign diplomatic missions.

'4't

SAVING.

a
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AMENDED

[This telegram
retained by the

DISTRIBUTION

i,

H-
(3/10/47)

is of particular seer
authorised recipient

ecy and should 1
and not passed

be
on]

Cypher/TP CABINET DISTRIBUTION

FROM BEIRUT TO FOREIGN

Mr. Evans
No. 698
30th ''ptember,1947

Repeated to

D. 7.35
R. 10.20

a.m.
a.m.

OFFICE

1st
1st

October
October

United Kingdom Delegation New York
(Foreign Office please pass
telegam No. 16)

British Middle East Office Cairo (
Bagdad
Jedda
Amman
Damascus
Jerusalem

1947
1947

as my

Saving)

My telegram No.

Press reaction on Colonial Secretary's speech.

Press comment is still
occupation with M. Moubarak
points have been made.

scanty owin o
's letter bud

to public pre-
the following

2. Pro-Government Arab nationalist newspaper
"Al Hayat" welcomes Colonial Secretary's speech as a
[gp.undec.] step towards an'amicable solution of the
Palestinian problem but is afraid it will be interpreted
in such a way as to serve only British interests. The
paper warns His Majesty's Government that Arabs are now
wide awake as to their interests and will no longer be
fooled. The more neutral "Az Zanan's" only comment is
implied in headline "Britain withdraws her forces from
Palestine and causes war between Arabs and Jews". The
nationalist paper "Beirut" now in opposition makes no
direct comment'btrt quotes the Mufti of Palestine as warning
the Arabs that the British move is a political feint and
does not indicate radical change in British policy in
Palestine. The Phalangist newspaper "Al Amal" now anti-
Government states that Britain has at last defined her
attitude towards Palestine but reports that both Arab
and Jewish circles have received statement with surprise
and suspect hidden schemes of far-reaching effect because
they cannot believe Britain will so easily withdraw from
such a strategic zone. Both Arabs and Jews are mobilising
their forces in preparation for armed conflict because
they foresee that the decision of United Nations will
satisfy neither party. The paper adds that Britain thanks
to her many friends and supporters will not find it
difficult to safeguard her interests and prestige in the
Middle East but America will have to defend her rights
single-handed. The Communist "Saut Esh Shaab" is suspicious
of ritish intentions and accuses His Majesty's Government
of hypocrisy, contrasting the statement that they do not

/ intend
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Cypher/OTP

FROL I-RUT TO

.r. Evans
No. 698

D. 7.355
R. 10.20

a.m.
a.m~.

1st
ist

October
October

30th Septemnber

to United Kingdom Delegation New York
(Foreign Office please pass as my
telegram No. 16)

British Middle
Bagdad
Jedda
Amman
Damascus
Jerusalem

0 c CJ

Ly telegram No. 693.

Press reaction on Colonial

Press comment is
pre-occupation with a,
following points have

Est Office Cairo (Saving)

cc

.I

Secretary' s

still scanty owing
. Moubarak' s letter
been made.

speech.

to public
but the

2. Pro-Government Arab nationalist newspap r
"A Hayat" welcomes Colonial Secretary' speech as a

Cgp. undec.] step towards an amicable solution of
the Palestinian problem but is afraid it will be
interpreted in such a way as to serve only British
interests. The paper warns His ..a esty s Government
that Arabs are now wide awake as to their interests
and will no loner be fooled. The more neutral
*Az Zaman's" onfy comment is implied in headline
"Britain withdraws her forces from Palestine and
causes war between Arabs Jews". The nationalist
paper "Beirut" new in oppe .. ion makes no direct
comment but quotes theiufti of Palestine as warnin
the Arabs that the British move is a political feint and3
does not indicate radical change in British policy in Palestine.
The Phalanglst newspaper "Al Amal" now anti -evernment
states thatBritain has at last defined her attitude
towards Palestine but reports that both Arab: and Jewish
circles have received statement with surprise and
suspect hidden schemes of far-reaching effect because
they cannot believe Britain will so easily withdraw
from such a strategic zone. Both Arabs and Jews are
mobilising their forces in preparation for aimed
conflict because they foresee t'hat the decision of United
Nations will satisfy neither party. The paper adds that
Britain thanks to her many friends and supporters,
will not find it difficult to safe guard her interests
and prestige in the Middle East but America will have to
defend her rights single-handed. The Communist "Saut
Esh Shaab" is suspicious of British intentions and accuses
His Lajesty's Government of hypocrisy, contrasting the

statement......
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st tet a'' t hi not intend te . undec.
? ,e snt jany so tien by for e wi hthefaot
that the mandate has been maintained by force for
the past 25 years. The Ceaunist "Tsain" inuinuates
in prominent headline thatMr. Greech Joes does
not Man what he says.

5. Meeting of Chamber of Deputies en September
29th was entirely devoted to . Meubarak' s letter
to U.N.S.C.O.P.

(Repeated to United Kingdom Delegation New York)
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'5''"

DEPARTM i.E.

FROM DAMASCUS TO FORIG N OFFICE

r. Dundas

,tr ptember,

Repeated to Ba
Cai

D. 3.58 p.m.

1947,

dad
ro

Amman
Jedda
Be irut
C-in-C
Middle

R. 6.50

50th September,

p.m. 50th September,

SAVING

Mediteranean
East Minister

0000

Your telegramNo. 502.

Arab translation issued by Information Officer
of the Secretary of State for the Colonies statement
was carried by all Damascus newspapers. The initial
press comment was favourable although doubts as to
His Majesty's Government's intention to keep to the
terns of the statement were subsequently expressed.
A lead and coniparatively independent Daily
cemente that the speech erphasises that the British
were unprepared for further sacrifices in realising '
foolish project supported by Jewish money from New
York". The statement was described as "demooratic ax
typical of British friendship for the Arabs and

ps. undec.] new phase of British foreign policy.
Te p.int that His Tajes";y' s Government was prepared

to implement a settlement only if acceptable to both
sides was welcomed. In general the press reaction is

as favourable as could bes expected.
I7 {

a

id

2.
gave his
positive

A member of the Syrian President's staff
opinion that the statement contained no
suggestion for a solution.

5. Iely war-.menge:rs have not yet
that the British withdrawal would allow
appertunity to attack the Jews.

Please pass

[Repe ated

suggested
the Arabs an

to U.K. Delegation New York.

to U.K. Delegation New York].
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AMEND)

Mys2M, 
.

DISTRIBUTION (3rd ctober,1947)

[This telegram is
retained by the

of particular secrecy and should be
authorised recipient and not passed

CYPHER/oTP CAB flT
FROM DAMASCU

DIST.RIBUT10N

ST F'OREIG4N

Ir. Dundas-
No, 424.
30th September, 1947.

Repeated to: Bagdad,
Cairo,
Amman,
Je dda ,
Beirut,
C-in--C
MiddleJ

D: 3.58 p.m.3oth

R: 6.50 p.ma.30th

Mediterranean
East Mfinister

)
,)
)

Sept ember,1947.

September, 1947.

SAVING.

Your telegram No. 502.

Arab translation issued by Informstion Officer of the
secretary of State for the Colonies statement was carried by
all Damascus newspapers. The initial press comment was
favourable although doubts as to His y jesty's Government's
intention to keep to the terms of the statement were sub-
sequently expressed. A leading and comparatively Inde-
pendent Daily commented the t the speech emphasises that the
British were unprepared for further sacrifices in realising
"a foolish project supported by Jewish money from New York".
The statement was described as "=democratic" and typical of
British friendship for the Arabs and [grps.undec.1 new phase
of British foreign policy. The point that His Aajesty's
Government was prepared to implement a settlement only if
acceptable to both sides was welcomed. In general the press
reaction is as favourable as could be expected.

2. A member of the
that the statement c
solution.

Syrian President's
ontained no positive

3. Holy war-mongers have
vithdrawal would allow the
Jews.

not
Ars

staff gave his opinion
suggestion for a

yet suggested the
bs an opportunity

Please pass to United Kingdom Delegation New York.

[Repeated to U.K.Delegation New York].
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Oypher OT? DEAR -AL-NLo.

3 TJED TO FORIG OFFXC

Mr. Clarke
No. 330 D. 6.oo p.a. 1st October 1917.

1st Ostober 1947. R. 8.55 p.m. lat Otober 19)17.

Repeated to U.K. Del. New York

Annr ) saving
B=rut
Damstu

RETRtICTp rrrrrr

Your telegram No. 1801 to Cair.:
statement,

relations to Palesti

There has been no effisial reaction yet and there
is of eeue no PreSs here.

2. Bazaar spiuon eendlutdes that (grp.andec.?
His Majesty's] Gverment desires to avoid enfitet with
the Arabs and appresiates that desire. It is however

apprehiesive of possible British withdrawal ftro Palestie
as it considers that in any oentliot which enoeg, the
Jews woli have Aerian support and would be stronger
than the Arabs.

. Foreign Offics please pass to United Kingdom
Delegation as my telegram No. 3.

[Repeated to United Kingdom Delegation New Yerh9.-

OCT

.

t S.

I!-'.

t !)
-

r&n .

i



E9,jwl
IN 10

CABINET DISTRIBUTION.

FROM JEDDA TO

Mr. Clarke.

1s. 550.

1st. October

D. 6.00 p.m. 1st

1947.

October

R. 8.55 p.m.,1st October

194.

1947.

Repeated to United Kingdom Delegation New York,
Bagdad,
Cairo,
Amman,
Beirut,
Damascus.

))
)
)
)
)

0:0:0:0
RESTRICTED.

Your telegram No.
statement.

1804. to Cairo: reactions to Palestine

Tlbre
course no

has been no
press here.

official reaction yet and there

2 . Bazaar opinion concludes that [grp. undec.?

His Majesty's] Government desires to avoid conflict with

the Arabs and appreciates that desire. It is however

apprehensive of possible British withdrawal from 
Palestine

as it considers that in any conflict which ensued, the

Jews would have American support and would be stronger

than the Arabs.

Foreign Office please pass to United
as my telegram No. 3.

Kingdom Delegation

[Repeated to United Kingdom Delegation New York].
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A1H EMBASSY,

WASHINGTON 8, D. C.

It dSeptember
Re f L.L 2

Dear Department,

1947

Please refer to our letter 15/295/47 of the

15th September about American views on the report

of the U.N. Special Committee on Palestine.

2. TheNewYork Times of the

carries the text of a statement by

Speaker of the House of Representa'

supports the majority recomendati

Special Committee. A copy of

statement is enclosed.

22neJose

tives
textotex

ph W. Martin
in which he

f the T.N.of this

Jr.,

3. Similar ln has been taken by Senator Taft
(R.Oi na, statement issued on the 21st September

at Reno, Nevada, in the course of a speaking tour
which he is making in the West as a prelude to i

candidature for Republican nomination for the

Presidency next year.

4. Senator Taft called upon the Administration

to tput the United States definitely on the record"

supporting i rnil the majority recommendations
as spotn in principle ofthe policy frequently
of the Committee, in view s offered a sound com-
declared by Congress, as these British
promise in a dangerouscontroversy. The Brith

Govrnmnt adhe aid, asked the advice of the United
Government had, he sai , ert'nly beprepared to
Nations Assembly and should certain be prSenator
accept the views that had been requested.o

Taft also called attention 
to the recommendation of

the majority report for the admittance of 150,000 Jews

into Palestine. This would, he considered, remove a

sore spot inthe economy ofEurope and reduce the

seriousness of the displaced persons problem.

We are sending
Delegation at New

a copy of this letter to the

York and to Jerusalem.

Eastern Department,
Foreign Office,
London, S.W.)l.

CHANCERY

04 i
-F-2N

-

LB
(b

m0
n
c
co
r

C
O

I-

r)
O
s

s)

5
U.K.

PI)

U
Yours ever,
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MARTIN SUPPORTS
PALESTINEREPORT

House Speaker for Set-Up
Under U. N.--Solution 'De-
layed Too Long,' He Says

WASHINGTON, Sept. 21 (U.P)-
Joseph W. Martin. Jr., Speaker of
the House of Representatives, is-
sued a statement today supporting
the United Nations Special Com-
mittee on Palestine. He said that
this solution for "the tragic prob-
lem" * * * had been "delayed en-
tirely too long."

He said that the time was over-
due for both Republicans and'
Democrats to redeem their pledges*
in favor of Jews in the Holy Land.

TEXT OF THE STATEMENT
The text of Mr. Martin's state-

ment follows:
The need for solution of the

tragic problem of Jewish na-
tional homelessness was never

more urgent than today.
This solution has been delayed

entirely too long already and
each day of further delay con-

tributes to the increasing toll of

Jewish victims.
The United Nations Special

Committee on Palestine which
has completed an investigation in
Palestine and elsewhere points
the way to this solution in its
majority report. It partitions the
country and establishes separate
Jewish and Arab states. This will
make possible free Jewish immi-
gration. I hope and trust this
report will have the support of
the United Nations and particu-
larly, the support of the United
States Government.

Over the years there has been
iio aspect of our foreign affairs
which has had more universal
and bi-partisan support in the
Congress . of the United States
than the proposed Jewish home-
land.

IAi 1923, the Congre s passed
unanimously the Lodge 'esolution
sponsored by the late Senator
Henry Cabot Lodge of Massachu-
seltts, chairman of the Senate
Committee on Foreign Relations,
and the grandfather of two dis-
tinguished members of the pres-
ent. Congress, Senator Henry
Cabbt Lodge, Jr., of Massachu-
setts, and Representative John
Davis Lodge of Connecticut,
which placed the stamp of Con-
gressional approval on the Jewish
National Home. .

Two years ago, the Congress
again went on record in favor
of .a free and democratic Jewish
commonwealth and unlimited
Jewish immigration into Pal-
estine. At the 1944 Republican
and Democratic Conventions,
strong declarations were written
into the respective party plat-
forms in favor of the proposed
Jewish commonwealth.

The time - for redemption of
these pledges is long overdue.

I am confident that. approval
by the United Nations and by
the Executive Branch of our
Government, of the recommenda-
tions of the majority report to
set up the proposed Jewish state
will meet with the approval of
Congress.

I hope that in the process 'of
this approval, the United Nations
will not whittle down the size and-
sovereign status of the projected
Jewish. state. Already, it has
been reduced from an area in
excess of 40,000 square miles as
was originally contemplated, to
less than 6,000 square miles.

Already, one Arab state has
been set up and it is now con-
templated to set up another in
territory originally assigned to
Palestine.

This isn't at all satisfactory, to
those who have long advocated
an adequate area for a Jewish
homeland, but it is an acceptable
compromise.

The United Nations majority
report, I repeat, poii ts the way
to an early solution of one of
the world's most troublesome
problems, and I hope this solu-

tion will come speedily.
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Cypher/0TP DEPAm5d..AL NO.2.

FROM BAGDAD TO FOR IGN OATICl.

Mr, Polham,
No00918

2hi Otober, 1947.

Repeated to Cairo,
Beirut,
Damascus,

1): 10.17 a.m. 2nd October, 1947

R: 12. 15 p.m. 2nd October, 1947.

Amman,
Jedda,
Jerusalem,4
British Middle East Office,
United Kingdom Delegation New York.

I AAAA

Foreign Office please pass to Aiman as my telegram
No.70 and to United Kingdom Delegation New York as my
telegram No.1' and Beirut to Damascus as my telegram No.97.

Restricted.

My telegram N.905.

Iraqi reactions to Colonial Secretary's statement do
not differ from Lebanese reactions reperied in Beirut
telegram No.691 to,you.

2. Press Comment generally assumes that His J4ggsty's
Government is opposed to partition and that independence
will seen be granted to an Arab Palestine. There is no
serious effort to forecast the likely course of events

and it is inevitable that if events develop in a manner
unwelcome to Arabs the blame will be cast on His Majesty's
Government.

[Repeated to Amman and United Kingdom Delegation New
York].
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IiDDISTRIBUTION. (3rd coer14),19
(This telegram
retained by the

Cypher/0TP.

is of particular secrecy and
authorised recipient and not

OABINEmT DISTRIBUTION.

FROM BAGDAD TO FOREIGN OFFICE.

Mr. Pelham.
No. 918.
2nd October 1947.

Repeated to:

D. 10.17 a.m.

R. 12.15

Cairo
Beirut,
Damascus,
Amman,
Jedda,
Jerusalem
British Middle
United Kingdom

p.m.

2nd October 1947.

2nd October 1947.

East Office,
Delegation, New York.

Foreign Office please pass to Amman as my
telegram No.70 and to United Kingdom Delegation New
York as my telegram No.11 and Beirut to Damascus as
my telegram No.97.

Restricted.

My telegram No.905.

Iraqi reactions to Colonial Secretary's
statement do not differ from Lebanese reactions
reported in Beirut telegram No.691 to you.

2. Press comment generally assumes that His
Majesty's Government is opposed to partition and
that independence will soon be granted to an Arab
Palestine. There is no serious effort to forecast
the likely course of events and it is inevitable
that if events develop in a manner unwelcome to
Arabs the blame will be cast on His Majesty s
Government.

[Repeated to A
Delegation, New York].

mman and United Kingdom
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wise and truthful deputy Philip Tagla former Minister
for Foreign Aftairs said, "the British have taken the side
of right by declaring the independence of Palestine and
withdrawing from it *nd hve' thus made all the Arab
states acknowledgee their' ish p and wisdom '

His Urcellency the P sident of thq Republic
considers that the declaration of thedBitish Government
made by Mr. Creech-Jenes, the Clenial Secretary makes
the Aab Jleague's mission of liberating Palestine
pratie le and easy, Only the cooperation ef the
members of the Arab League will be required to help
Arab Palestine to become andindependent State which
will be a free fully Sovereign sister to the other
Arab states.

As regards private comments it is agreed that by
the declaration, the British have rendered the greatest
service to the Arab cause of Palestine. This
declaration has been the "coinpde grae" to Jewish
Zionist hopes in the Holy Land. And thust at last
notwithstanding menaces and threats incoert ain Arab
circles, all Arabs admit that the Brit ish are true
in their friehddship' and that they take tie -side of
truth and justice.

[Ends].
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En Clair. CABINET DISTRIBUTION4

9R9 9 EIRUT TOJORGN OFFICE,

Mr. Evan

R te
Repeated

s, D: 4.15 p. L.

ber, 1947. R: 6.05 p. ,.
to Cairo,

U.T. Delegation New York (I
please pass as my telegram.
3.1.E.0. (Cairo pass as my

Bagdiad)
Damascus )
Jedda . ) ' SAVIN.

Jeruisalem )

2nd. October, 1947

2nd Otober, 1947

Foreign 0:
No.18).
telegram

office

No.154)

My telegram No.698.

Palestine.

Press reaction to Colonial Secretary' s speech.

Following is
Sahafit El Taih on

translation
October Is

of article published
t.

[Begins ].

Favourable
declarations of

comments
leadingI

an the
men in

British. I
the Lebanon.

mportan t

The British declaration as expressed in Mr. Creech-
Jones speech at United Nations - withdrawal from Palestine,
declaration of its independence and the refusal to agree
to any solution unacceptable to the Arabs has made a very
gold impression in all Arab states, especially in the
Lebanon where we have been able to gather the following
comments emanatin from various circles and lead ing
personalities. T e well known deputy Hussein Bey l Oueini
said "the attitude of the British as expressed in official
declaration of Mr. Creech-Jones has made us believe fully
and sincerely in friendship of Britain. Britain has in
the past prfessed friendship for the Arabs, a friendship
however which we have almost doubted." Riad Bey Solh
the Lebanese Prime Minister said, "the declaration by
the British of the independence of Palestine and the
abolition of the mandate frustrates all hope of
establishment of a Zionist Jewish state and solves the
Palestine problem justly in favour of tie Arabs." The
wise and truthful deput Philip Tagla former Minister
for Foreign Affairs *ai , "the British have taken the side
of right by declaring the independence of Palestine and
withdrawing from it, and have thus made all the ArsbT
states acknowledge their friendship and wisdom."
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His .xcelency the President of the R public considers that the
declaration of the British Government made by Mr. Creech-Jones
the Colonial Secretary makes the Arab League' s mission of liberating
Palestine practicable and* easy. Only the cooperation- of the members
of the Arab League ill be required to help Arab Palestine to become
an independent State- which will be a free fully Sovereign sister
to the other .rab States.

.s regards private comments it is agreed that by the declaration,
the Britishhave rendered the greatest service to the Arab cause of
Palestine. This declaration has been the "coup de grace' to Jewish
. ionist hopes in the Holy Land. And thus at last notwithstanding
menaces and threats in -certain Arab circles, all ::rabs admit that
the British are true in their friendship and that they take the side
of truth and justice.

[4nds]
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En Clair WORLD ORGANISATION DISTRIBUTION

FROM NEWi YORK TO FOREIGN OFFICE

(From United Kingdom Delegation to the United Nations)

No. 2741 D. 8.14 p.m. 2nd October, 1947.

2nd October, 1947. R. 3.0u a.m. 3rd October, 1947.

Repeated to Jerusalem
'Washington Saving

E91471
fBDEDIATEi

GIANT -. 2 J
My telegram No, 2704.

Palestine Cormmittee,

At the Fourth Meeting on the 2nd October Dr. Silver
made a statement on behalf of the Jewish Agency. Silver
criticised His Ma'esty's Goverment for reserving to

themselves the right of refusing any co-oneration in
implementing an Assembly recommendat ion which conflictd
with their "own criteria of justice" and their "own
preferred technique of implementation". No settlement
was possible without some enforcement. The reluctance
of His Majesty's Government to impose a policy by force
of arms was inconsistent with the present employment of
force in Palestine.

2. Silver nevertheless welcomed the announcement of
an early British withdrawal from Palestine which increased
the need for urgent action by the Assembl y. Of the two
solutions proposed by members of U.N.S.C.O.P. that of the
minority was unacceptable even as a basis for discussion.
In the majority proposal the exclusion from the Jewish
state of Western Galilee and of the modern city of
Jerusalem were open to most serious objection. There
were other modifications which the Jewish Agency would
suggest at a later stage but subject to further discussion
at the present session of the Assembly they "would be
prepared to assume the responsibility for recomrmending
acquiescence to the supreme organs of our movement".
This would involve a great sacrifice "to attain that which
if uninterferred with we would have attained long ago".

3. It was no longer clear who would be responsible
for Palestine during the period of transition. she
Jewish Agency favoured "an international authority under
the United Nations". They urged that the period should
be considerably less than two years and they assumed that
"full use will be made of the trained manpower available
in Palestine which will prepared to offer its services to
the United Nations to maintain law and order". If the

/British withdrawal



British withdrawal threatened to create a yaouum "the
Jewish people of Palestine wiL provide without
thenecessary effeotives to maintain public security
within their country They would of course welcome
what ever support could properly be given tOhane V

United Nations or its meubewOntce th* e

was established it would Gbf4mOits own sovereignty ard
respect that of its neighbours.

Foreign Office lease pass Immediate to Jerusalem
as my telegram No.

[Copy sent to Telegraph Sot on, Colonial Office,
for repetition to wJqusalem.]
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Cypher/TP.

FROM BEIRUT TO FOREIGN OF FI !7 ~'CE

Mr. vans
no.c~ob2e
2nd October,

Repeated

1927
D. 6.15
R. 8. 0

p. m.
pJ.m.

2nd
2nd

to N evw York (U.K. Delegation)
Cairo
British Middle East Office
please pass as-ray telegram
Bagdad Saving
Damascus Saving
Ammian
Jedda

Saving
Saving

Jerusalem

My telegramn

saving

October,
October,

1947
1927

Cairo (Cairo
No. 155)

t

1? [ U
f

No. 70f; Palestine.

It should be noted t
the one Beirut newspaper
consistently pro-British.
(repeat not) inspire .

hat Sahafit el Taih1
which is at present

The artcile was1

is perhaps
openly and

however not
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INWARD TELEGRAM

TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES

w1.

PROMPA LESTIE (0. A,, G.)

D. 30th September',
R. 30th

IMMEDIATE

Addressed
Repeated

t

If

"

It

i1"

to
i

?1
n

ft

it

by

S. of S.

pass
New York

as my tele
Washington,
Cairo,
copy to B.M
Baghdad
Dama scus,
Beirut,
Jedda,
sec ts v.'

No.

No.w

No.
NtC

(s. of S. p.4
gran N~o, '129

230.r
115 (please

.a CairO) 4

7313
i 292.

123.

1 294
n xam

My telegram No 1821.

Reactions to British 8tatem!t in U.N.,0 4O.

The :'cniPl Secretar sstatement hasp for

the most part,, corn fired the obstinate belief, which the

publication of the xecommendations of U.N..I00.P.

s3igna1ly failed to shake, that Great Britain is determined

to maintain the status quo in Priestine and would find

ways and mean of ensuring that whatever resolutions were

taken in UJ N.0(.involvi.g a British withdraWal would not

be implemented In conjunction with the basis or this

assumption is the chain of easofni)g that sny depart2ie

from the present sitution mst be unacceptable to Jews O

Arabe, and involves the use of force; that Great Britain

is clearly not prepared to use force Oven ,n conjunctod

with other poers (otherwise the Colonial Secretary WOu

no .hv expressly inse1 rted the prov iso 9is Ma jesty at
Govrnen

Cypher
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i 947.
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44~

Goverrent must take into account the extent to which
Force would be required to give e to aU"N.O.
decision" ) that the only power which might offer
to imp16ment a decision involving the use. of force is
Russia, and that neither the U.S.A. nor Great 3ritain
would permit Russia to establish herself on the
Mediterrane 1a The threat of withdrawal, should no
eolation be reached, is taken to be only a strategle
move aimed at inducing both Jews an Arabs to adopt a
conciliatory attitude to His Majesty" a Governmente ' A
military withdrawal is considered to be precluded both
for strategic reasons and by assumed reluctance to
sacrifice British assets, which would be destroyed in a
period of turmoil; Many of t hose prepared to consider
the possibility of Brittih withdrawal are not unduly
alarmed by the thought, as there is general belief that
the Arabs, assisted by neighbouring States, are in
position to deal drasticatlly with the Jews: others are
genuinely concerned, feeling that even the present state
of affairs is easier to face than would be the entry of
Russia or the turmoil which they believe mutt fallow
British evacuation without replacement. Chief wcrry is
the fear of internecine Atrife between Husseini faction
and opposition. Latter ,are doing their best to consolidate
their ranks and are preparing for reprisal if the Mu fftis
followers attack them,

(ii) Jews
Mr. Creeach-Jons' s st atement has been represen ted

as a device to enable Britain "to ;reserve the right to
act unilaterally regarding Palestine's It is now foreseen
that Great Britain will ind "unrJust" or unaccep table, on
the grounds that its execution would involve the use of
force, any solution satitfactory to the Jews It is assumed
that the United States w11 not be prepared to send troops
to Palestine, and hope fbr the execution of a U.N.O. decision,
which it is assumed will be generally in favour of the
Jews is *laced in Russia, Prospect ofT J.S.SR.. obtaining
footing in Palestine is izatra1Iy not viewed with favour,
but, if such is the price of independent viable Jewia
State, Yishuv generally is prepared to pay it,

Jews, like the arabs, for the most part consider
the British withdrawal a;3 empty threat,. particularly as no
date for it is nagedAgency, howev er, appears to believe
that tagana is suffici ently stron 'to enable mo.i± st Jewish
areas to be held in lt ndf theewiseh 3 S3tt to be
established therein.



INWARD TELEGRAM

TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES

(iii)

Bot h Jewish and Arab communists generally
regard the statement as designed to enable Great Britaic
to maintain forces in Palestine as base for Anglo-U.LS.
war on Russia.

241 Two points are noteworthy. First, the Arab
reaction might have been expected to be more favoureble o
Secondly, the people of Palestine have acquired from
experience a very deep rooted skepticism towards any
statement by His Majesty's Government affecting theme
however unequivocal, and they will await some further
evidence that Hie " a desty s Goverment mean what they sayo

I have noticed some British press comments on
" the toll of British lives" as a reason for evacuation.
Perhaps the opportunity could be taken to point out to
commentators that this is playing into the hands of
terrorist groups Who welcome this sort of encouragement
to continue the tolL.

(copies
retransmission to

sent to Poreign Office
UKDEL New York)

Copies sent to:-

Foreign Office

Lord President of the
No. 10 Downing Street
Cabinet Offices

Foreign Offiqe

M.I.5
War Office

ti

- Mr.
-nIl

Counc11.

(Research
Dept.)

( .o.4)

Admiralty
Air Ministry
Min. of Defence

" "h

Foreign Office (Information
Dept.) -

MI.s

- P.S.
-a S'
- Mr.
- Mr.

.r Beeley
C.W. Baxter

to Prime .Mnister
N. Brook
8.E.V. Luke
T.A.GO Sarlton

- Air Comodore K.C. Buss
- Mr. T.A. Robertson

-O.I.G.S3.
- Lt.Col. M.M. Charteris
- M.I. 3A.

Mr. G.C.B. Dodda
Private Secretary

- Private Secretary
- Sir H. Wilson Smith

Major general A.dJ.C,.1ollo
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and ,should be
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed * nJ

Cypher OTPC ABIh?2DISTRIBUTION n 7

FROM BEIRUT TO FONBIGN OFFICE

Mr. Evans
No. 700 D. 6.05 p.m.. 2nd October 19A7.

2nd October 191.7. R. 8.40 p m. 2nd October 194.7.

Repeated to U.K. Del. New York (Foreign Office please pass as
my telegram No. 17)
Cairo B.M.E.O. (Cairo plea pass as my telegram

ITo. 153)
Bagdad )
Amn )
Damascus ) Saving
Jerusalem)
Jedda )

Palestine; Reaction to Colonial Secretary's speech.

Lebanese Prime Minister whom I saw on October 1st said he
welcomed the statement and could only congratulate His Majesty's
Government on their policy. The Lebanese Government were,
however, unlikely to make any official oament until the meeting
of the Arab League Council on October 7th. On that *cfasion he
might refer to the statement in his inaugural speech.

2. Riad Bey said that in his opinion if it became
necessary for His Majesty's Government to withdraw the British
Administration and formes-the situation in Palestine might
develop in one of two ways. Either the Jews, when they found
themselves face to face with the Arabs would become less in-
transigeant (in which case the ms4a vivendi might be found)
or more likely there would be se sah as in India. He
himself hoped that a solution would be found whereby something
like the statu quo could be maintained. He believed (although
he could not say so publicly) that this would be satisfactory
from the Arab point of view provided imigration were limited
(repeat limited).

3. The President of the Republi with whom I discussed
the question briefly on September 30th. has clearly been too
pre-ooupied with lsal polities to the Colonial Secretary's
speech his serious attention. His(, a rst reaction was however
that it would be welcomed by the A* although they would
prefer His Majesty's Government 11lre the Palestine problem
before withdrawing.

[Repeated to United Kingdom Dleatien New York].
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British Legation,
Damascus.

77 24ta Sept. , 1947.

9 . - '1 % *r

"!ith reference to my telegr s-Tjgda, i

September 22nd about the communication made by the Syrian Covern-

ment to H.PM. Government on the U.N.S.C.O.P. proposals, my U.S.

colleague in conversation with the Prime ?Minister was told that

the "Arab Governments would adopt towards the Palestine Arabs the

same policy that the U.S. Government adopted towards the .Zionists't ,

i.e. that the Governments would connive at the supply of men,

material and equipment (which includes arms) to the Palestine

Arabs, but would not send in their orn anies or official con-

signments of arns.

2. In point of fact, present appearances are that the

Syrians will be willing to supply equipment and perhaps money but

there is so little popular enthusiasm, that it looks as though the

suly of men (volunteers) will be small. Most Syrians with true

gallantry deplore the fact that the Palestinian Arabs are not showing

a sufficient burning desire to become the first victims in the cause

of freedoms

Yours eve

I.P. Garran, Esq., f,"4, \soA

Eastern Department, ,oA

Foreign Office,
LONDONXM, S.W.1. 1 b4' e4 -.
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DEPARTEALNO.typher/OTP

FROM NEW YORK(TO JORR;JGN OFFICE

(From United Kingdom

No. 2747
3rTOcdaber,
Repeated to

SECRET

1947
Washington

Delegation to United

D. 11.17
R*' 6.40

Saving

Following for Seeretary
from Mr. Creech Jne s.

of

a.m.
p. m.

qv'%P~ *N~ti~ns _
ith~ ~ -~ -~

3rd October, 1947
3rd
3rd

October,
October,

State and Colonial

1947
1947

Office

[Begins).

General debate on paleStine will nowproceed but

eric an res ei is dtill unkn o i 1 s Je i sh o p aed

tog r an Oof acceum"dti~f n "i Ch involves Jewes
i~iigrt i land partitiok. Sler s' heJWeI~oe~C
irt on settlement ali. the line .f partititen with

c ensoile unityfor palestine and accepts afshrt transfer

eei unite Natisathority. He prepared fer
perioaed under ni.tedNt suaatat-i on anj. .power in

i iate transfer to Jews of a 4trat ion a p

respect of their ow state forwhih tey oul tprait

imbleuieiatOe ms ejfence . There ise general repognd onta
prolemmus beurgntlY tackled and s~lleEI. [Ends)].
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WORLD ORGANISATION DISTRICT TION

FROM NEW YORK TO FOREIGN OFFICE. I <

t

(From United

No. 2761,.
3rd October
Repeated to

IMPORTANT.

My telegram

Kingdom Delegation
D. 9.35

1947.
Jerusalem,
Washington

R. 4.15

to United Nations).
p.m. 3rd Octelbeg 19

t -.-

a.m. Ath October 1947.

Saving.

e7)K /
274.1.

Palestine Committee.

There were only two speakers at the fifth meeting on the

3rd October. Lisicky (Czechoslovakia) suggested that it

would be a mistake for the Committee to embark en a discussion

of the U.N.S.C.O.P. report as though the Colonial Secretary's

statement had not been made. A recommendation by the
Assembly even if carried by a substantial majority wopld

be of little value if it was not endorsed by those capable
of encforcing it. It might be that one or more great
powers other than the mandatory were ready to supply the

necessary force. Or His Majesty's Government might still

do so in association with others. Alternatively, an

International Police Force might be formed. In any case the

views of the great powers would be of primary and decisive

importance.

2. The second speaker was Chamoun (Lebanon) who
criticised the plan of the UNSCOP majority as being
contrary to the Charter under which it was impossible to
disregard the will of the majority in any country and alienate

a part of its territory. If the object of the plan was to

put an end to friction, it was self defeating. Turning to

the detail of the plan, Chamoun pointed out that the greater

part, and the more fertile part, of the country was allocated

to. the Jewish minority. Arab Palestine was cut in half,
and reduced to a mere geographical expression.

Foreign
my telegram

Office please
No. 77.

pass immediate to Jerusalem

[Copy, sent
repetition to

to Telegraph
Jerusalem).
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[This telegram is
retained by the a

of particular secrecy a4 hl h-h
uthorised recipient and n0 passed on.

TOF0R~IJN OFFICE
Mr. Evans.

4th October,

Repeated to:

1947.

D: 5.13 p.m.4th

R: 8.20 p.m.4th

October,

October,
Amman,
B.A.E.0. Cairo,
Bagdad,
Caiiro,
JeddB,
Damascus, )
Jerusai lem,) Saving.

IMAPORTA NT

SECREsT
Palestine.

Sheik Youssef Yasin called on me this morning inconnexion with the forthcoming meeting of the Arab LeagueCouncil. He said that &mir Pasha Rifai had informed RiadBey Solh that "the situation had changed" and that hewondered whether this meant that the Iraqi and Transjordanattitude on the question on Bludan decisions and proposedeconomic boycott of Britain and America had been modified,No doubt Colonial Secretary's statement (of which he clealapproved) had had its effect but it also occurred to himthat "conversations" with the British had taken place inBagdad and Amman. It was inconceivable he said that theIraqis could have taken such a stand on the question of aboycott without British support; if His Majesty's Government"shut their eyes for five minutes" the present Iraqi Govern-
ment would be swept away. Briefly what he wished to kncw waswhat was the attitude of His Majesty's Government so thatthe policy of King Ibn Saudt whose wish was always to work
in harmony with His Majesty s Government, could be shaped
accordingly.

2. I should be glad toj
what reply I should give
before the opening of the
on October 7th.

receive your instructions as to
to Sheik Youssef, if possible
meeting of the Arab League Council

Cairo please pass to B.M.E.0. as my telegram No. 162.
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Yor telegram No. 710 Cof L1.th October:

forthcoming meeting of Arab League Council.

You may assure Sheikh Yussuf Yassin that

there have been no conversations in Bagdad

or Amman since the meeting in Sofar. I had,

of course, been aware of the far reaching

proposals of the Iraqi Prime Minister for

economic sanctions against Great Britain

and America in the event of developments at

' the United Nations Assembly unacceptable. to

the Arabs. I had, however, expected that

the Colonial Secretary's speech before the

United Nations Assembly would convince the

Arab Governments of the sincerity of H.M.G.

and I had not therefore contemplated making

any separate representationS to Arab Governments

before the meeting of the Arab League.i3 a

h tto Sheikh

Yussuf that I regard the Iraqi proposals as

both unnecessary and undesirable 4t&ou should,

ee be careful to avoid giving the impresalot

that H.M.G. have ith

the Iraqi Government on the subject.

2. As regards the general attitude of.

H.M.G. on the Palestine question, you speek

on th ines of my telegram No33 4  here is

noth ngthat I can add to Mr. Creech Jonts's

statement until the discussion in the United

Nations/
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MOST 1aiDIATE.

4 Your telegram No.
meeting of Arab League

710 [of 4th
Council].

October: forthcoming

You may assure Sheikh Yussuf Yassin that there
have been no conversations in Bagdad or Amman since
the meeting in Sofar. I had, of course, been aware
of the far-reaching proposals of the Iraqi Prime
Minister f or economic sanctions against Great Britain
and America in the event of developments at the
United Nations Assembly unacceptable to the Arabs.
I had however expected that the Colonial Secretary's
speech before the United Nations Assembly would
convince the Arab Governments of the sincerity of
His Majesty's Goverment and I had not therefore
contemplated making any separate representations to
Arab Governments before the meetin of the Arab League.
You may indicate to Sheikh Yussuf that I regard the
Iraqi proposals as both unnecessary and undesirable,
but you should be careful to avoid giving the
impression that His Majesty's Government have entered
into any controversy with the Iraqi Government on the
subject.

2. As regards the general attitude o
Government on the Palestine question, you s
on the lines of my telegram No. 5518 to New
There is nothing further that I can add to:
Jones's statement until the discussion in t
Nations Assembly has made further progress.

f His Ma.jel
hould speak:
York.

Mr. Creech
he United

sty's
kc

[C
Office

airo only] Please
as my telegram No.

pass
7 55.

to British Middle East

Ao -



:I

0

2) yA

7'i9r

Last Paper

References

(Print)

(How disposed of)

Oc f 60

A

E
PALESTINE

i, l tf (to K 7~

jCt-7

?Y/ ,
194

It

OCT !rATJ i,

/1.~or _vl XP,

7/ }~

(Minui

A " c-0,

I
?vv

f

1 c 4 - { +

xke
1

t ̂

V !

d& %r 47

779

t

1 947

i
Registry
Number

FROM

No.

r1

A 6 //t

Dated

Received
in Registry

'K u/

0c1,0

Next Paper

(Action ex)
completed)

0 0e,* 40

,

- -f /- A, .-4'. -,f

'/ /

71

r0A ,//, /(, e k f -r
It.

A

& e, iv "

0:t- cw

a t,,

IV , 'I r v

/410

Z7

rs hat

d^Ah- WitC j |,k4

lq4-et

C



116 (76/
G0

119/47)

IS Majesty's Charge d'Affaires
presents his compliments to H .M,.Principal

at Damascus
Sec. of State

and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentionedVOr

documents.

British.... L?.e. t.p........

Damaascu......

Syria.

Reference to previous correspondence:

F A

L

.0. t., .,.., 194.7... r

Damascus
to P.O.

telegram No . 416 of 22nd. Sept.

Description of Enclosure.

Name and Date. Subject.

Trans la t ion
Minis try
Affairs'
P/7 of 2
1947,

of Syrian
for Foreign
note No.

2nd September,

COMMUNICAT ION
BY SYRIAN PRI

PRESENTED
M E MINISTER

RE PALESTINE.

()1' Ai

3479A 22862-2 (4)

V -o"

, 1947,

'



SRTN TMINIS TRY FOR FORE IGN AFFAIRS,
DAMASCUS,

22 September, 1947.No. P/7

The Syrian Ministry for Foreign Affairs present their
compliments to His Majesty's Legation and,in accordance
with the decision taken unanimously by the Political
Committee of the Arab League Council on the 19th September,
1947, have the honour to draw their attention to the
following points requesting them to kindly communicate this
memorandum to His Excellency the Foreign Secretary of
the United Kingdom as soon as possible:-

1. when the Mandate of His Majesty's Government over
Palestine was decided - although this iHnda'te was

false from its foundation because the people of Palestine
opposed it - the intention was,.in accordance with Article
32 of the League of.Nations' Charter, to prepare the
population of that country, as an indep'endent nation, to
achieve their political maturity in the shortest possible
time, so that as soon as the funda.inental elements of
independence had been realized , the Mandate might be
abrogated and the Tndependence of the country proclaimed..

was dis
had bee
Maj esty
country
pr osper
part of
opposed
in ever
upon.

On the 18th of April, 1946, the League of Nations
solved and the Mandate (assuming that the Mandate
n valid) emanating therefrom lapsed. But His
's Government desired that their supervision over t
should continue with a view to realisinj the

ity of its population. This desire on the
His Majesty's Government was gratuitous and was
by the Arabs of Palestine and had been deprecated

y way ever since the Mandate was originally decided

In February 1947
announced in the Britis
of Palestine had acquire
maturity as would gender
of their country, justI
Arab countries detached
Lausanne Treaty, which

His Laj
h House
ed such
them fi

like all
from th

now enj o

esty's Foreign Secretary
of Coimons that. -the people
political and cultural
t to exercise the independence
the peoples of the other

e Ottoman Empnire under the
y their independence.

In spite of the foregoing arid notwithstanding the
repeated promises made by His jMajesty's Government to the
Arabs, His Majesty's Government did not pursue the natural
path and proclaim the independence of Palestine,

2. Whereas the Fact Finding Committee em
the United Nations Organisation has. submitte
which collectively and severally demolish th
of Palestine as an Arab state, consequently
Palestine, as well as all the peoples of the
deprecate these proposals and refuse them -ut
declare to His Majesty's Government from now
no legislative authority which has the right
a portion from Arab Palestine and donate it1
with a view to establishing therein a Jewish
likewise declare that there is no legislativ
possesses the right to allow Palestine to be
host of Jews
enter it,

who have no connection with it

Lanating from
d proposals
e independence
the Arabs of
Arab countries,

terly. They
that there is
to cut off

to the Zionists
State. They

e authority whid
invaded by a

and no right to

1

3, The invas
accompanied by a
aimed at firmlyE
in the country s
their ambitions:

ion of Palestine by the Zionists was
cts of violence and terrorism all of which
establishing for the Zionists a foothold
o that they might later be able to realise
in the neighbouring Arab countries,

A* The Governments/

his



62w20
4. The Governments of the Arab States previously warned

the afore-mentioned Committee of Enquiry of the serious

consequences of any recommendations in favour of the

establishment of a Jewish State in Palestine, and openly

pointed out to them the inevitable outbreak of disturbances

throughout the whole Middle East. This is because the Arabs

of Palestine would never accept any arrangement which would

do away with the unity and independence of their country,

but would wage a war in which no quarter would be shown to

repel$ aggression against their country, and more particularly

so, because they know that all the Arab countries would stand

behind them, support them and supply them with money, men

and equipment to defend their existence.

The Arab Governments would never be capable of

repressing the sentiments of their peoples rising in

consequence of the tyranny that has befallen them. Nor could

they stand by with their arms folded in the face of a danger

which threatens all the Arab countries, but would find

themselves compelled to resort to some decisive action for

repelling aggression and re-establishihg right.

Such an attitude on the part of the Arab countries or

Governments would not be surprising since it has been

established on several occasions that the Zionists depend

for their armaments and for their terrorist and military

activities, which are aimed at destroying the Arabs of

Palestine, on material and moral assistance supplied to

them by certain.foreign Governments and by certain parties

and organisations which are encouraged by those Governments.

Besides, the question of disarming the Jews and countering

their terrorist activities has been the subject of

repeated demands and protests presented by the Arab

Governments to the afore-mentioned Governments, but all

these efforts failed to produce any definite results.

5. Consequently the
linked to His Majesty's
consider it their duty
realise the real danger
the Middle East and to
incidents which may ens

which shall tend to pre

be an independent Arab

Syrian Government, who are still

Government by the closest bonds,

to make His Majesty's Government

menacing the security and peace

hold them responsible for any

ue, should any decision be taken

judice the right of Palestine to
State.

The Syrian Ministry for
themselves of this opportunity

Legation the assurance of their

Foreign
to renew
highest

Affairs avail
to His Majesty's
consideration,

His Majesty's Legation,
Damascus.

(

in



S
PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE

Group...

Class .... 7/

Piece l_./

Following document()*

transferred to PRO Safe Room*

z -~~7 /- /

and closed until.................

*delete as necessary

72A
-+

-n

33

8

0

U-I

C

-4

U
0-

U

i

r

0
sY

g"

1=

I
s' v.....................

f/g



E
PALESTINE

623

r C 9~I\.

/,0CT !V7J

Registry
Number -/.

FROM ,%9,/ AO4( 4

No.

Dated

AReceived
in Registry I & -

y o/I-

Last Paper

References

(Print)

(How disposed of)

U//' ol/

(Action
completed)

Next Paper

04&1 J&
/ /7 -

it4/

C/4t :

{ s

I,,

/~i(t~)

( 8nte.)

gI)V4

ds~((/

C1/ il

IM AM = - .. - - - - -

)"A04

a

1

A.

&&g~g &

4C y i

"

j /IIfh,
/

X 11
t

Y/teo

df/i
I

J.

"0 -

ji(lo
0007,

A 4

(fQ %I .O

~94



BRITISI EMBASSY,

'WASHINGTON 8,D. C.

30 September, 1947.

SOT 97

Dear Wilson-Young,

The matter in question - Palestine - does not
properly concern your Department.

You may none-the-less feel that the attached effort

by Garcia Granados is worth noting because:-

a) He told his Latin American colleagues that his ~~~
main object in making the speech was to
"attack Great Britain wherever possible as a
reminder of the British Honduras issue."

b) The speech itself was given to the press by
Jewish interests well before it was made.

ft. Actually the Latinos who spoke to me about this

effusion professed to be shocked at the biased attitude which

Garcia Granados had made public before the United Nations had e
even cbated it. The speech may therefore have been somewhat
of a boomerang.

Yours ever,

R.H.Hadow.

I. Wilson-Young, Esq.,
North American Department,

Foreign Office,
London.



F OF PALESTINERULEIN

GALLEDAUTOORA TIG
-Cuatemn o U.roup

Say Jew h ve.Stronger
Cass Than the Arabs

1k.>:. $ Dr. Jorge Garcia Granados,
Guatemalan member who signed

* .<" ..°thi majority report of the United
Nations Special Committee on

, .Palestine, yesterday denounced
British rule in the Holy Land and
stressed the humanitarian and le-

-;"gal rights of the Jewish people for
statehood in that country.

The Guatemalan diplomat, who
heads his, country's delegation to
the United Nations General As-
sembly, spoke before 2,000 persons
representing Jewish community,
fraternal and benevolent organiza-
tions in New York, at an emer-

- gency' conference called by the
United Jewish Appeal of Greater
New York at the Hotel-Astorh

Announicent was made that
x' $2,000,000 lad been ssed toward

the $5,000,000 goatfor the aidof
Jewish children overseas: This

Dr Jorge Garcia Granados, campaign is part oafthe campaign
The New York Ties for $65,000,000 by the United Jew-

ish Appealof 'Greater New York
If3 for overseas relief.

Dr. Garcia Granados maintained
that the "case of the Jews was

{. stronger than that of the A bs,"
adding that "nothing I had ead,

Z however, prepared me for w at I
saw."

"My first impression," he on-

Z 'tinued, "was that Palestine w a
huge concentration camp. I t. y
fought for more than twenty- e
years against dictatorship in y
own country and elsewhere and
was shocked to find all the sym
toms- of military autocracy; tank
and barbed wire barriers blocking
the streets, a rigid curfew, a peo-
ple governed arbitrarily by emer-
gency regulations,. and imprisoned
at the will of army officers."

Praising the economic, scientific
and cultural achievements of the
Jewish people ,in Palestine "with
no help from the Government," Dr.
Garcia Granados asserted that "yet
this people is being treated as if it
were unfit to govern itself."

He declared that the legal case
of the 'Jewish people in Palestine

is to me no less important than.
zthe case they have established by

their achievements there." He then
asserted that ;British policies in
Palestine "did not correspond with
the mandate she received from the
League of Nations."

"The Palestinian administra-
tion," he continued, "did not hesi-
tate to persecute and jail thous-
ands of people in pursuance of its
peculiar interpretation of the man-
date, but now that the Special
Committee's report recommends
that Britain should enforce the
majority plan during the transition
period, Britain refuses. This con-
tradiction I cannot understand.
Britain used her military strength
to oppress; why cannot she use it
to liberate?"

Stressing that anti-Semitism in
Ceritial .and Eastern Europe !'did
not die with Hitle;," Dr. Garcia
Granados said: *Whe Arabs say
that Palestine is important to their
national aaplration-Eto the Jew it
is not important; it is vital."

Other speakers included Rabbi
Joseph H. L4okstein, who recently
returned from a European tour on
behalf of the Joint Distribution
Committee; Ruth Gruber, jour-
nalist, and Norman, V. Gilmovsky,
director of the Council of Organi-
zations of the United Jewish Ap-
peal of Greater New York.
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En Clair WORLD ORGANISLLTION

FROM NE' YORK TO FOR IGN OFFICE.

(From United Kingdom. Delegation to United Nations)
No. 2791 D. 9.44 p.m. 6th October 1947
6th October 1947. R. 5.50 a.m. 7th October 1947.
Repeated to Jerusalem

W[ashingten Saving.
IivL LDL T5 .
GIANT.

Jy telegram No. 2761.

Palestine Couittee.

At the sixth meeting en the 6th October the
general debate was continued by Panama, Irag (with two
speakers Nuri Pasha and Dr. Jamali) and Uruguay. Reyes
(Panama) indicated support for the majority plan.

2. Nuri Pasha distinguished between two tasks confronting
the Assembly - to find a solution in Palestine and to
settle the European Displaced Persons. The latter should
be transferred to I.R.O. by whom Jews and non-Jews should be
given equal treatment. Palestine could then be considered
without reference to the refugee problem. There were
two possible courses of action. Either the Aandatory Power
should be asked t declare Palestine an independent State
or the United Nations should determine its future in
strict accordance with the terms of the charter and without
reference to any past promises. Meanwhile the Mandatory
[? Power omitted] should form a provisional Government of

Palestinian leaders and should begin to remove the criminal
elements from the country.

5. Dr. Jaxali demanded the application to Palestine of
the general principles for the preservation of which two
world wars had been waged. Among these principles he
listed freedom. from foreign interference and juxtaposed the
protests of the United States Delegation against foreign
intervention in Greece with the assistance given by United
States citizens to illegal Zionist activity in Palestine.

4. Fabregat (Uruguay) proposed that the UNSCOP majority
proposal should be adopted by the Committee as the basis for
discussion. He also gave notice of a motion for the
immediate admission into Palestine of the 30,000 Jewish
children among the displaced .persensdegether with their
parents or guardians and with all pregnant Jewish women.
Discussing the majority proposal in detail he accepted.
the criticism that Jaffa an. Beersheba shod. not be i

01 the Jewish State and. sugges d exchangin em for Western
0iee. Jerusalem hould n be mate the nulus f a
r state but shoulhe itiined, i sJews ant Arab

cuar era being alloca e te ir respect ieS es.

Foreign Office please pass immediate to Jerusalem
as my telegram No. 73.

[Repeated to Jerusalea].
vyv
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TELEGRAMS ACCEPTED FOR ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD
(except for the following European Countries: Belgium, Luxemburg, Danzig, Denmark, Esthonia, Finland,

Germany, Holland, Latvia, Lithuania, Norway, Poland and Sweden) ,, .

-- AND FOR SHIPS AT SEA, AT THE COMPANY'S BRANCHES:
1'07

LONDON.
CENTRAL TELEGRAPH STATION : (Always Open).

ELECTRA HOUSE, VICTORIA EMBANKMENT, W.C.2.
Telegraphic Address : " Signally, Phone, LONDON."

Telephone Numbers: TEMple Bar 1222 (for enquiries).
Te8494 (tot the despatch of telegrams only).

Telex Number : TEMple Bar 2441.
BRANCH OFFICES :
Tower Chambers, Moorgate, E.C.2 ... ...
The Baltic Exchange, Bury Street, E.C.3 .
18, Old Broad Street, E.C.2 ... ... ... ...
22, Leadenhall Street, E.C.3 ... ... ... ...
Cereal House, 58, Mark-Lane, E.C.3 ...
24, Royal Exchange, E.C.3 ... ..
The Fruit Exchange, Spitainelds Market, E.1
Candlewick House, 116/126, Cannon Street, E.C.4
Caper Court, Throgmorton Street, E.C.2 ...
21, West Smithfield, E.C.1 .. ... ... ...
3, Borough High Street, S.E.1 ... ...
41 & 42, Parliament Street, S.W.1 ..
Thos. Cook & Son, Ltd., Main Office, 43, Berkeley

Street, W.1 ... ... ... ... ...
Cumberland Hotel, Marble Arch, W.1 ... ...
73, Regent Street, W.1
Golden Cross House, Charing Cross, Strand,

W.C.2 ... ...
Thames House, Millbank, S.W.1
The Adelphi, John Adam Street, Strand, W.C.2
Grosvenor House, Enquiry Bureau, Park Lane,

W .1A th ... .. ... ... ... ...
Arrd the District Messenger Company's Offices.

Telephone Numbers
CLErkenwell 2243
AVEnue 5514
LONdon Wall 4270
MANsion House 6605
ROYal 7837
MANsion House 7974
BIShopsgate 4993
MANsion House 9431
LONdon Wall 4811
CITy
HOP
WHItehall

MAYfair
AMBassador
REGent

WHitehall
ViCtoria
TEMple Bar

GROsvenor

6541
0818
2441

4587
1234
6244

3696
7871
1222

6363

PROVINCES.

Birmingham 3: Lombard House, 142, Great
Charles Street ... .

Bradford : 6/10, Broadway

Dundee : 46 and 50, Bell Street ...

Edinburgh 2 : 99, George Street ...

Glasgow C.2: 67, St. Vincent Street

Hull : 4, Silver Street ... . ...

Leeds 1 : 15, Infirmary Street

Liverpool 2 : 4, Castle Street ... ...

Manchester 2 : 94, Mosley Street

Newcastle : 31, Mosley Street

Porthcurno, Penzance (Cornwall) ..

Sheffield 3: 50, The Wicker ... ... ...

And at the Company's Wireless Stations
Ongar and Somerton.

Telephone Numbers

Central

Bradford

Dundee

Edinburgh

City

Central

Leeds

... .. Central

Central

Newcastle

St. Buryan

Sheffield

8321

6007

2108

25068

7761

35811

21518

5951

3223

22321

206

20283

at Brentwood, Dorchester,

NORTHERN IRELAND-

Imperial House, 9, Donegall Square East, Belfast ... Belfast 27438

TELEX NUMBERS IN PROVINCES:

BIRMINGHAM:
Central Telex 7370.

LIVERPOOL:
Central Telex 8112.

MANCHESTER:
Central Telex 5800.

NEWCASTLE:
Telex 23033.

SHEFFIELD:
Telex 23040.

It is recommended that telegrams be handed direct to the Company's Branches as above. Receipts are given gratis for the amount charged.

Telegrams for this Company's system are also received at all Postal Telegraph Offices, but should be marked

" VIA IMPERIAL CABLE "if intended for transmission by cable, or

" VIA IMPERIAL WIRELESS " if intended for transmission by wireless. This indication is not Charged for

Books of Telegram Forms, Tariffs, Rules, etc.. can be obtained at the Head Offices of the Company, or at any of the above-named Branches.

EIRE. (IRELAND).
DUBLIN : 67, Middle Abbey Street (Enquiry Office only) Telephone No.: Dublin 74995.

n

i

t .

sNI

03,
3r

rc},
' yt

i'

j

i:

z:

4

' i

i

G'

II(

t j

{".

ki

{<
rz,,.

AA1 

'

y.

v ('..

' .:r,

, ,
; ,,

f' iSr

ly .,

i

ht

{,%

i cur:

: ?

;:

.

7.

+ v
.< '

.r, a.

.

'

$i

9a

:5:

Y7 '

'4
i .

t
%.

e Y: ..

Yt

a

;,

ti

.
,

HEAD OFFICE OF THE COMPANY :-ELECTRA HOUSE, VICTORIA EMBANKMENT, LONDON, WC.2.
Telegraphic Address: EMPIREGRAM ESTRAND. Telephone : TEMple Bar 1222,
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Cyphe r/OTP

F1Ul BAan4 T

Mr. Pelham
No. 92,

4th October,

Repreatd to

1947.

Cairo
Beirut
Damasous
Jedda
Jerusalem

FmRIN WIGR

D. 7.45 a.m.g 7th October, 1

R. 9.35 a.m. 7th October, 1

British Midd]l East Office,
Cairo

United Kingdom Delegation,
New York

Washington - Saving

2

947.

947.

My telegram No. 905.

Iraqi Government supported strike on October 5rd between

6.0 a.m. and noon. The Mutessarif of Bagdad enfor ced

stringent security precautions and no disorders occurred in

Bagdad. 'A,

0
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4

En clair -GENERAL DISTRIBUTION

FROM OSCOVTO FOREIGN OFICE.
Mr. Roberts,
No.2217.D. ),.23 p.m. 7th October 1947.
7thOcto er, 1947. R. 5.59 p.m. 7th October 1924.7.
Repeated to Jerusalem U/N,

United Kingdom Delegation New York No. 78,
Washington No. 2427.

IMPORTANT,

LIGHT.

My telegrami No. 2160.

Palestine.

First Sovie t comment on Colonial Secretary's announce-
ment of in early withdrawal from Palestine appears in
violently worded two-column Zaslavski article in Pravda

of October 6th under the headline "Bankrupts".

2. After some heavy sarcasm abeut ordinary bankruptcy
procedure, Zaslavski characterises the announcement as an
admission of political bankruptcy by the British Empire,
"which only recently was an extremely powerful state" and
as, ,proposal that the United Nations should "disentangle
the mess of political intrigue and human blood, which is
the result -f many years of British administrationn.

3. Zaslavski contrasts the alleged inability of the
British bourgeoisie to selve the nationality question in
Palestine with the thirty years of peaceful co-operation
among the brotherly So3'viet peoples in the worker's state.
After blaming Britain for fomenting the Arab-Jewish conflict,
he claims that only the wrking class can slve the nationa-
lity problem when it has been given a chance to "come
together freely and agree an formons of c-habitation".
At present some Jews and some Arabs hate each other but all
Jews and Arabs hate Britain.

4. Painting a lurid picture of British oppressions,
Zaslavski then declares that pre-war Britain "would not
have halted at expense and would have turned streams of
bloed into rivers, but such an intense colonial terror is
too much for the pocket of present-day Britain".

5. Zaslavski hints that British troops may not after
all be withdrawn, since no date is known, and finally
suggests that for reasons of economy "certain British
politicians are prepares to exchange role of independent
master in Palestine for the capacity of gendarme ant hireling
hangman", paid by United States dollars. He concludes that
the British bankruptcy in Palestine is simply the most
striking example of the general national-colonial bankruptcy
of imperialism" throughout the world.

6. Text of article follows by bag.
Foreign Office please pass to Jerusalem, United in mqu-,

Delegation New York and Washington as my telegrams U/27*b
4.27 respectively.

[Repeated to United Kingdom Delegation New Yoz an
Washington,

[Copies sent to Telegraph Section Colonial Office for
repetition to Jerusalem].
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253
Charge

HIS Majesty's d'Affaires
presents his compliments to

at Pr ague
H. M .P. S. SF.A.

and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned

documents.

British .... WEbaS .,.... ..

Reference to;

1t...Q.c.t.o.ber.,., 194.t.7.
previous correspondence:

Name and Date.

To:

Council of Jewish
Communities in Bohemia;
and Moravia-Silesia.

Ref. No. 346/8/47.

Dated: 1st October

Report
Nations

of the United
Special

Committee on
Palestine.

19417.

3479A 32247 (8)

IS.

Description of Enclosure.

Subject.
ninannainuun



#2?
MRITISE mASSY,

PRAGTE.

1st October, 1947.

Gentlemen,

I am directed by His Majesty's
Ambassador to acknowledge the receipt
of your letter of the 22nd September on
the subject of the Report of. the United
Nations Special Comnittee on Palestine.
In accordance with your request, Sir
Philip Nichols is informing His Majeaty's
Government of the fact that the Jews of
Czechoslovakia, as represented by your-
selves, approve the solution of the Pales-
tine question advocated by the Committee.

As regards the policy of His Majesty's
Government, I am to enclose herein the text
of the statement made by the Colonial Secre-
tary before the Assembly.

Council of Jewish Coammuni-
ties in Bohemia and
Moravia-Silesia,

Pragne Y.
Maislova 18.

(Sgd) A. Rumbold.

.36/47

0000

I am,

Gentlemen,

Your obedient Servant.

".0,
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WORLD ORGANISATION DISTRIBUTION.
P 6

FRO M NEWYORK TO FOREIGN OFFICE.

(From United Kingdom Delegation to United Nations).

No. 2810.

7th October 1947.

D. 8.54 p.m.

R. 3.30 a.m.

7th October

8th October

Repeated to: Jerusalem
and saving
Washington.

to

mIMEDIATE.

GIANT.was

My telegram No.2791.

Palestine Committee.

Zafarulla Khan (Pakistan) spoke throughout the
seventh meeting on the 7th October. After a masterly
presentation of the historical basis for the Arab case
he argued that even if no pledges had been given to the
Arabs a settlement in their favour would nevertheless
be demanded by the principles of the Charter. He
also quoted the Atlantic Charter and the ten principles
of American foreign policy proclaimed in President
Truman' s speech ofth e27th October 1945 and concluded
that Palestine confronted the members of the United
Nations with an acid test of the sincerity of their
profession s.

2. He saw nothing in the Zionist case which should
cause the United Nations to depart from their general
rinciples. The desire of displaced persons to go to

PalestIne could not be regarded as a decisive factor.
Nor did the refusal of the Jewish Agency to accept the

position of a minority in Palestine entitle the
United Nations to reduce the Arabs to that position
in a part of the country. India offered no analog
because the conflict of communities there had not been

artificially created and because the partition of
India had been brought about by agreement between Moslem
and Hindu.

5. If the UNSCOP majority plan were put into effect
the Arab population would gradually and by economic
discrimination be driven out of the Jewish State.
Furthermore the Jews would not regard it as a final
settlement. It could not be accepted as a solution
for the problem.

4. The duty of the United Nations was solely
to apply the Charter. To this end they should first
explore whatever po ssibility there might be of a
direct agreement between Arabs and Jews. Failing
that they should seek a solution "in accordanceria
the freely expressed wishes of the peoples conce E.

1947.

1947.
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The remedy for the existing Jewish minority would
then be for the United Nations to prescribe
Tarantees of their rights and means for their
judicialenforcement.

Foreign
Jerusalem as my

Office please pass
telegram No.79.

Immediate

Office,
[Copies sent to Telegraph Section,
or retran mission to Jersalem.]

olonial
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be
retained by the authorised recipient and not sse on].

Cypher OTP C BIET DISTRI.UTION

FROM OSCOW TO FOREIGN OFFICE

Mr. Roberts
No. 2218 D. 4.15 p.s. 7th October 1947.

7th October 194.7. R. 5.00 p.i. 7th October 194.7.

Repeated to Jerusalea
U.K. Del. New York
Washington

IMPOKANT
RSTRICTED

(Foreign Office please pass as my telegrams unnuberd,
79 and 428 respectivelyX.

My telegram No. 2217. k

Palestine.

This is an outstanding example of disingeneus Soviet
propaganda. The only two definite lines which it has
hitherto consistently followed on Palestine have been

(1) the necessity for early British evacuation
and

(2) the importane and practiability of securing
Jewish-Arab agreement. However now that we have announced
a policy based on both principles we are more bitterly
denounced than ever before.

[Copies sent to Colonial Office for retanissioni to
Jerusalem].

[Repeated to United Kingioa Delegation New York and
Washington].
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[This telegram
retained by the

- ~ MSL'

E 43i

is of particular secrecy' ant' should be
authorised recipient and not passed on]

Cypher/OTP CABINETDISTRIBTION

F.QM BRIITISH MIDDLEAST OFFICE CAIRO
TO-FOREIG OFFICE

No. 546
7th Tt ober,1947.

Repeated to:

D: 7.44 p.m.
R:10.45 p.m.

Beirut
New York (United
W7ashingtn.

7th
7th

Oct ober,1947
October,1947

Kingdom Delegation)

D&ORTATI

Azzam Pasha told me t
League Council to do more
question than consider the
Committee [1 gp.undeo.] so
possible measures.

hat he did
at Beirut
report of
far, and

not expect the
in the Palestine
the Political

ways of impletenting

Ie thought it might be
the month when the situation
clearer. I doubt however if
with views of other members
importance to his forecast.

then
in
he
and

Foreign Office please pass to
Delegation New York and Washington
548 and 52 respectively.

i adjourned till later in
United Nations would be
is yet fully in touch
d@ not attach too much

United Kingdom
as my telegrams Nos.

[Repeated to United Kingdom Delegation New York
and Washingt on].
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TELEG. ADDRESS: PRODROME AMMAN

NO.100.

m....

TbRITJSH LEGATION
AMMAN

September, 1947.

Sir,

I have the honour to enclose in original and 
translation

a note on the subject of the U.N.S.C.0.P. report which is

addressed to me by the Transiordan Minister for Foreign Affairs

and which he requests should be transmitted to you.

The note is in accordance with a 'decision taken at the

meeting of the Political Committee of the Arab League at Ein

Sofar and I was informed by the Prime Minister that the terms

in which'it is couched are the same as those 
of the notes

which are being presented to His Majesty's Representatives in

other Arab Capitals.

I have the honour to be,
With the highest respect, Sir,

Your most obedient,
humbJ-. ervant,

(C. )

The Right Honourable Ernest Bevin, M.P.,

Secretary of State for Foreign.Affairs,
The Foreign Office,

IOlNDON, S.W.1.

0



Ref. No. 23/13/3018

Date 22nd September, 1947.

Your Excellency,

In accordance with a decision unanimously taken by the

Political Committee of the Arab League Council on the 19th of September,

1947, I have the honour to draw attention to the undermentioned points and

to request that this memorandum be transmitted to His Excellency the British

Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs as early as possible :-

1. When Palestine was placed under the mandate of Great Britain- a

mandate which was illegal in view of the opposition with which it has been

received by the country's inhabitants ever since it was imposed- the intention

was, in accordance with article 22 of the Covenant of the League of Nations,

to prepare the indigenous inhabitants of the country, who were then considered

an independent nation, for political maturity in asft short a period as

possible.

On the 18th of April, 194.6, the League of Nations ceased to

exist, and the mandate originating from it - even if the legality of its

original imposition be granted- should ipso facto also have ceased to exist.

Despite this fact, the British Government wished to continue supervision of

the country for the purpose of securing the welfare of the indigenous

inhabitants- a wish which was contrary to the desires of those inhabitants

and which met with indignation and opposition on the part of the Arabs of

Palestine who expressed their disapproval by all possible means as they

had in fact been .oing ever since the mandate was first imposed.

In February, 1947, it was announced in the British House of

Commons by the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs that the inhabitants

of Palestine were considered sufficiently mature, both culturally and

politically, to administer their own affairs in the same way as the

inhabitants of those other Arab counties which were separated from the

Ottoman Empire in accordance with the Lausanne Agreement, and who in fact

do enjoy independence. Despite this and the many pledges made to the

Arabs, the British Govenment did not follow the natural course of declaring

Palestine an independent country.

/2
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2. Now that the Fact Finding Committee appointed by the United

Nations Organisation has made such recommendations as will-either in whole

or in part- destroy the independence of Palestine as an Arab state, the

Palestine Arabs as well as the whole Arab people disapprove of and reject

these proposals "in toto" root and branch and would like Great Britain to

realize that there exists no legal authority which has the right to cut

off a part of Arab Palestine in order to grant it to the Zionists for the

establishment of a Jewish state. The Palestinian Arabs as well as their

brethren in the Arab countries declare that there is no legal authority

which has the right to allow the invasion of Palestine by a section of the

Jews who have no connection whatsoever with the country and who have no

right to enter it.

3. The invasion of Palestine by the Zionist race has been accompanied

by acts of violence and terrorism so as to secure for 
Zionism a foothold in

the country and to enable it to realize its various aspirations 
in the

adjacent Arab countries.

4.. It was for all these reasons that the Arab Governments have

warned the United Nations Fact Finding Committee of the consequences which

will result from recommending the establishment of a Jewish state in

Palestine and for making it clear that such a recommendation would cause the

whole of the Middle East to flare up in disastrous and wide spread disturbances.

The Committee's attention was drawn to the fact that 
the Arabs of Palestine

would never accept any arrangement whereby the country's independence and

unity might be endangered. It was clearly stated that the Arabs of Palestine

would not hesitate to take up arms in defence of their country especially

since they knew that the whole Arab World would support them and supply

them with men, money and armaments to defend their case. The Committee were

informed that the Arab Governments themselves would not be in a position

to calm the excited feelings of their people who would not submit to the

injustice so accorded them. Neither was it concealed that the Arab

Governments would not remain inactive while danger was menacing the Arab

homeland, but would be forced to take action to rectify this wrong.

......./3



Such a recourse on the part of the Arab peoples or Governments

would not be considered illegal in the case of Palestine since it has been

established, on several occasions, that the Zionists have relied on moral

and material assistance accorded them by certain foreign Governments, bodies

and organisations, and have received encouragement from these sources to

commit acts of terrorism from which the Arabs of Palestine have suffered

greatly. Again, such a recourse would be justified by the lack of success

with which the many and frequent protests have been met when submitted by

the Arab Governments to these Governments requesting them to prevent acts

of terrorism by the Jews and to confiscate their arms.

5. In view of the foregoing, ny Government, which maintains the most

amicable and close relations with the British Government, feels that it is

its duty to draw the attention of the British Government to the dangers

threatening public security in the Middle East countries and to hold that

Government responsible for any consequences which may result from any

decisions being passed whereby the right of Palestine to be an independent

Arab state may be infringed or violated.

Please accept, Your Excellency, the assurance of my highest

consideration.

(Sgd) Sam-ir Rifai,

Minister for Foreign Affairs.

His Excellency,
Mr. C.M.Pirie-Gordon,
His Britannic Majesty's Charge d'Affaires,
AMAN.
ftwm M--
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No 51147

K -
Charge d'Affaires - at Bagdad

presents his compliments to

and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned documents.

British.............Embas.s.y.,

....................Bag.dad................

I

t 9a35.6
j .R

..............2.9th ....S e.p.emher.,....194...7A...

Reference to previous correspdence:

Bagdad telegram to Foreign Office No.876 of the 241th Septernb , 19z47.

Description of Enclosure.
41

Name and Date.

of Note No.2903/237/13 from
Iraqi Ministry of Foreign

dated the 22nd September,
addressed to Bagdad.

Subject.

Meeting of Arab League on Palestine.

1484 Wt 26166/268 1m 10/41 F A gp 744
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The. Minis try.

ompli ment s to His

of:

J3:

unanimous decision or

Political Comittee

Ministry of Foreignaffairs
A rab Affairs ; y artmnt

aEgdad 22ndseptember 1947

Foreign Affairs present their

'itanic MajestysEmbassy, lagdad and,

to inform the Embassy of the issue oif a

the 19th 8e t

of the Council

ember, 1947, by the

of the League of Arab
states, desire to draw the

points contained in this

to communicate them, *as

esteemed

decision an

early as pos

Embassyts attention t e

id to. request the Embassy

sible , to His BritancF

NRa jestys Government.

1 Mhen it

of the.

was decided to place

British Government, in spite

Palestine' under the mandate

of the opposition to itby

the inhabitants of the country which opposition removed the

basis of the mandate,

Cov enant of the League of Nati

inhabitants already . considered

the intention under Clause 22 of the

ons, was to lead 'the original

as an independent people,

to political

when they

the mandate

maturity

should have

in the shortest possible time.

obtained

would -be terminated

So that

the prerequisites for'independence

and the independence ofthe

country announced.

On the

dissolved

legal basis,

18th of April

and the mandate

terminated.

1947, the League .of Nations.

made by it, supposing it to

was

have . ny

The British Governmenthowever

wished 'to continue to

the well-being of

supervise the country inoder to

its original inhabitants.

ensure

The Arabs oaf

Palest'ine' 'have opposed this unilateral desire by Greet

inception.

secretary.- announced

)f Palestine~hadattain.

to ent~i~tJ them.to the

way as the peopls-

of thel!

as they have opposed the mandate since its

In ~ebruary 1947,tie -British Forein
in the British Parliamentthat the people n

ed such cul t: raL ,nd poiti cal:maturitye a

independe ce of their counry, in the: same

.".-N.

1

;.

Britain

,;._ .
;,',r..
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other Arab countries formed from the Ottoman Empire

under the Treaty of Lausanne now in fact are independent.

In spite of this and of the repeated promises

by the British Government to the Arabs, the British Government

did not follow this natural course and announce the

independence. of Palestine.

The Arabs of Palestine, and of all the Arab States, completely

rej ect

United

and as

and are unalterably

Nations

a whole,

Special

opposed

Committee

to the proposals

on Palestine which,

vould lead to the destruction of

of the

separately

Palestine as an

inde pendent Arab State.

that there can be

They hereby

no legal authcr ity

inform

either

H .M. Government

for the grant of

Palestinian territory

or for the invasion of

to the Zionists

Pales tine by

to establish a Jewish

Jews who have no

connection with that country and no right of entry.

The invasion of Palestine by Zionist elements has been

accompanied by deeds of violence and terrorism whose purpose

is the consolidation of the Zionist position in the country,

preparatory to the realisation

neighbouring

of their ambitions

Arab countries.

Therefore, the Governments of the Arab States- warned

UNSC OP of the consequences of a recommendation for

establishment of a Jewish State in Palestine and informed it

that disturbances would occur throughout the Middle East as a

result of such a recommendation. The Arabs of Palestine

not accept any measure calculated

and independence of their country

to put en end

and will wage

to the unity

a relentless

war to prevent

the Arab countries

any such injustice. They are

will support them and

well aware that all

will make available--

to them men, money and supplies

Governments themselves will not be

for their defence.

able to suppress

The Arab

the rising

feelings of their peoples f ollowing the wrong done to .them,

nor to. stand with arms folded in face of the danger threatening

the whole Arab world-, and will be compelled. to take decisive steps

to restore the right. Such!

y.
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m 3.u

Such an attitude by the

Governments will not be anomalous

Arab peoples and their

as it has been proved

to them on many occasions that, in arming themselves

and undertaking terroristic and warlike activities

to drive -out. the Arabs of Palestine, the Zionists depend

on material and moral aid from certain foreign

and from certain bodies

these Governments.

and organisations

In addition

Governments

encouraged

the disarmament of

by

the

Jews, in order to suppress their terroristic activities,

has been the

and protests

Governments.

subject

by the

of repeated

Arab Governments

and fruitless demands

to the abovementioned

The Iraqi Government, which is still bound by

ties to His Britannic Majesty's Government, therefore

considers it its duty to call the attention of H.M. Government

to the real danger which threatens peace and security in the

Middle East and to lay upon H.M. Government the responsibility

for all events vhich may arise from any decision calculated

to infringe

Arab State.

the right of Palestine to be an independent

The Ministry avail themselves of the opportunity

expresstheir highest consideration and esteem.

His Britannic Majesty's Embassy,

BAGDAD

..
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